
Your Name: 

Michael R. Abacherli 

Your Email Address:  

Mabacherli@sbcda.org 

How many years have you worked in the field? 

10 

What is your current position?  

Deputy District Attorney 

Provide a brief job description. 

I am the Lead Deputy District Attorney for the Sexually Violent Predator/Mentally Disordered Offender 

(SVP/MDO) Unit, San Bernardino County District Attorney’s Office. I supervise they Unit Staff, review 

and assign cases to the attorneys, and represent the People of the State of California on SVP, MDO, 

Dangerous Developmentally Disabled, and Not Guilty by Reason of Insanity in court for civil commitment 

proceedings. 

 

Board Related and ATSA Experience 

Please provide information related to any prior experience you have had serving on a Board of 

Directors. 

2019-2020 Incoming Secretary/Treasurer for the San Bernardino County Bar Association. 

2017-2018 Director at Large for the San Bernardino County Bar Association. 

2015-2017 President of the San Bernardino County Public Attorneys Association. 

2014-2015 Vice President of the San Bernardino County Public Attorneys Association. 

2010-Present Co-Chair of the California District Attorneys Association Sexually Violent Predator 

Committee. 

2017-Present Planning Committee Member for the Forensic Mental Health Association of California. 

2003-2005 Presiding Justice of the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks Lodge 1787. 

1998-2002 President of the Uptown Kiwanis Club of San Bernardino. 

1996-1998 Vice President of the Uptown Kiwanis Club of San Bernardino. 

Please provide information related to any involvement you have had in ATSA or ATSA chapters. 

2019-2020 Incoming Secretary/Treasurer for the San Bernardino County Bar Association. 

2017-2018 Director at Large for the San Bernardino County Bar Association. 



2015-2017 President of the San Bernardino County Public Attorneys Association. 

2014-2015 Vice President of the San Bernardino County Public Attorneys Association. 

2010-Present Co-Chair of the California District Attorneys Association Sexually Violent Predator 

Committee. 

2017-Present Planning Committee Member for the Forensic Mental Health Association of California. 

2003-2005 Presiding Justice of the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks Lodge 1787. 

1998-2002 President of the Uptown Kiwanis Club of San Bernardino. 

1996-1998 Vice President of the Uptown Kiwanis Club of San Bernardino. 

Please provide information regarding your contributions to the field of sexual abuse generally.  

I am a prosecutor that specializes in civil commitments of sexually violent predators.  When a person 

convicted of qualifying sex offenses is determined to present and danger of reoffending in a sexually 

violent predatory manner, my task is to seek a civil commitment to place them in a treatment facility so 

they can learn coping skills, tools, and engage in behavior modification so they can be safely returned to 

the community.  During my tenure as the Lead Deputy District Attorney for the Sexually Violent Predator 

Unit, I have worked with the Department of State Hospitals and attorneys representing sexually violent 

predators to ensure that offenders who pose a well-founded risk of reoffending are committed for 

treatment.  We have also made great strides in developing a more effective approach to providing 

supervised treatment in the community through Liberty Health Care.  Additionally, we have 

implemented a new approach in SVP cases to ensure that when offenders are ready for outpatient 

treatment or discharge the process is expedited to ensure that the patients do not remain in the 

hospital any longer than is absolutely necessary. 

As part of my desire to ensure that sexually violent predators and other sex offenders are properly 

treated pursuant to the laws of California, I sought and secured positions on both the California District 

Attorneys Association Sexually Violent Predator Committee and the Forensic Mental Health Association 

of California Planning Committee. I have worked on training and legislation for each of these 

committees with the goal of correcting unclear or problem areas in the laws related to each area and to 

ensure that practitioners working with these populations are properly trained and competent to address 

both legal requirements and treatment practices pursuant to the laws of the State. 

Please describe the experiences and/or skills you bring specific to this role on the board. 

I have served in various capacities on several public and private board of directors, as well as 

committees involved in sexual offender treatment.  While I do not have any direct clinical experience in 

the treatment of sex offenders, I have worked extensively with evaluators (both public and private), 

treatment providers (both public and private), and the California Department of State Hospitals on 

matters relating to the commitment and treatment of sex offenders.  Due to the experience of serving 



on a variety of boards and committees, I understand how to effectively promulgate plans to achieve the 

goals of the institutions that the boards are serving.   

My experience of practicing law in the area of sex offender prosecution and civil commitments, and 

working in the legal field in general, gives me the ability to identify and analyze legal issues that are 

related to institutional actions, board practices, as well as both procedural and substantive legal 

statutory requirements of sex offender laws. 

Please identify your vision for moving ATSA forward in this specific role on the board. 

I am on a nationwide panel of prosecutors (the National Sexually Violent Predator Unit Database) that 

exchanges information about current or trending practices in sex offender litigation and challenges or 

problems various legal practitioners are facing in several states.  Working toward uniform approaches 

throughout the states for both legal and treatment practices will be beneficial to both practitioners and 

patients.  It is also important to have chapters present in the jurisdictions that have Sexually Violent 

Predator Laws to ensure that legal and treatment practices are consistent for this small group of 

offenders.  Finally, providing quality education and services to all members of ATSA is a high priority and 

the board should be doing everything possible to ensure that improvements are made where necessary 

and that all members are kept up to date on current requirements and practices. 

Do you have any additional comments? 

ATSA membership should be a priority for any professional involved in sex offender treatment. Cost 

effective campaigns on social media should be developed to educate practitioners about the value of 

ATSA membership and the importance of being part of this excellent organization.




